
BRADFORD CROWN GREEN BOWLS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT EAST WARD LABOUR CLUB 

ON THURSDAY, 15TH NOVEMBER 2018 
 

OBITUARIES 
The meeting stood for a minute’s silence in respect of John Cook, Alan Philips, Alan Towler, Arnold Bennett, Malcolm 
Wilkinson, Norman Hirst, Andy Johnson, Roy Hird, Donald Shorten, Keith Holroyd, Gordon Scott, Alf Crabtree &  
Lionel Bennett who had passed away since the last delegates’ meeting. 
 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
The retiring President Barry Durrans welcomed everyone to the meeting. He thanked all the officials for their hard 
work during the season. He also acknowledged Adam Mellor for his work as Competitions Secretary. He then wished 
the new President, Kath Wilford every success in her role and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year. 
 

ROLL CALL 
All clubs were represented except Royd House, West Bradford & South Leeds Cons. 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Peter Ellis (Spen Victoria). 
 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The Chairman read the minutes, with no matters arising. They were accepted, proposed Tyersal, seconded Shelf. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The secretary received an email from Harold Park, stating that the club has folded and have joined Harold Club. The 
Chairman commented it is unfortunate to lose any club, Harold Park was a unique green in many ways, a good green 
with a high crown. The important thing is that members have joined another club.  
 

NOMINATIONS FOR LIFE MEMBERHIP 
Barry Durrans (Bradford Moor), proposed Tyersal, seconded Wibsey and carried. 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
a) TREASURER 
Martin Hayton stated that it appears the Association is in a healthy position at the end of the financial year and a full 
report will be given at the March meeting. He mentioned that last year clubs were not charged for the Benevolent 
Fund. However, this year the Association has paid out two donations, so next year clubs will be invoiced for the 
Benevolent Fund. Competition entry fees were increased this year, we have taken in £800 more than last year. 
Sponsorship is up at £1200, however we have £400 yet to come in. Fines are down from last year and overall, we are 
in a very healthy position. 
 
b) FIXTURES SECRETARY 
Martin Hayton stated that this year has gone exceptionally well, he’s been quite surprised how its gone. He thanked 
all clubs for imputing/verifying results on bowlsnet on time. He congratulated all league winners, he mentioned the 
premier league going to the wire with a couple of points deciding the winner. 
We did however get off to a bad start, with Wibsey dropping out two days before the season commenced. Hightown 
dropped out three days before the season started. That’s why the fixture programme looked unbalanced over the 
season, as more than one club dropped out. 
For next season he doesn’t know how many divisions we shall have, but he has taken on board the suggestions from 
clubs for next season. He has discussed at length with the Executive Committee and we are thinking of trying to alter 
the fixture programme for next year. He might have to drop a division, depending on the number of entries but wants 
to give the lower leagues more games as most do not enter the Yorkshire Cup/Hutchinson Cup. 
 
 
 



He mentioned that the first two weeks in August, most clubs struggle with players being away on holiday, so maybe 
we could have a rest in first week in August. These are only suggestions for clubs to take away and let him know their 
thoughts. 
The Saturday rule change regarding rearranged matches worked very well this year, with no fixtures changing or being 
cancelled. However, there were a few issues which we as a committee have proposed a rule amendment in. 
The Chairman commented that Martin has done a tremendous job for the past year. 
 
 
c) COMPETITIONS SECRETARY 
Adam Mellor thanked all clubs for hosting competitions, providing the food and bar etc. Overall the competitions have 
been a success with the amount of entries received, an increase from last year. Good to see three of the competitions 
that hadn’t been played over the years, make a welcome return. These were both the Junior competitions and the 
Mixed Pairs Merit. 
He tried a new format with the Ben Ramsden, the feedback he received was very good and he shall look to run that 
again next season with the same format but change the number of qualifiers. 
He hopes the success from this season continues, any feedback is greatly accepted and appreciated. He hopes to 
continue in the role for next season and for seasons beyond. 
The team competitions this season were poorly represented for various reasons. If we don’t get support for next 
season, then there is a possibility they will not go ahead. Any suggestions are more than welcome. 
The Chairman mentioned that Adam made it very interesting with the reports on Beighton Bowler and Facebook.  
It was a great improvement from previous years. 
  
 

GENERAL EXPENSES 
The Chairman informed Clubs the amount this has been in previous years and asked for all League Officials to leave 
the room. It was voted unanimously that the amount should stay the same at £3200. 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2018/2019 
 
The following have been nominated unopposed: 
 
President – Mrs Kath Wilford 
 
The Chairman asked Kath to say a few words, Kath mentioned that it is a great honour to be elected as President, 
especially being the first female President. Kath hopes to follow in Barry’s footsteps doing the role and hopes to get to 
know a lot more people and to see some good bowling. 
 
Chairman – Tony Riley 
 
The Chairman mentioned that he intended to step down this year, as he has done the role for many years. 
Unfortunately, the Vice-Chairman Paul Gill decided to resign several weeks ago and The Chairman was left in a difficult 
position, he felt it wasn’t right to leave the Association needing a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman in the same year. He 
has volunteered to continue the role for another year, unless anyone wishes to take on the role. 
 
Vice-Chairman – Mrs Jackie Wilkinson 
General Secretary – Jack Summers 
Competitions Secretary – Adam Mellor 
Treasurer – Steve Rothwell 
Fixtures Secretary/Registrar/Website Manager/Safeguarding Officer – Martin Hayton 
Auditors – Ian Matthews & Paul Gill 
Committee Members –Gerry Smith, Mrs Angela Carter, Tom McCarthy, Andy Southwell, Mrs Gillian Benson &  
David Barraclough 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yorkshire Parks Deputy President – Tony Riley 
Council Members – Tony Riley, Adam Mellor & Paul Kaye 
 
Yorkshire County Crown Green Vice President – Gerry Smith 
Council Members – Martin Hayton, Adam Mellor & Jack Summers 
  
 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
 
a) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
It is pleasing to see all positions on the Executive Committee filled for the next 12 months. He asked all clubs to not 
leave it 12 months to decide on a new Chairman, as someone needs to take over next November. 
 
b) DELEGATES MEETINGS 
He hoped that all the information discussed at the meetings are passed onto your club. He urged all Clubs that result 
sheets must be completed on the day of the match, signed by both captains and must be kept until the result has been 
verified on bowlsnet. There have been a few occasions where results have been inputted incorrectly and no one 
knows the correct result, because the result sheets have been thrown away or not even been completed in the first 
place! 
 
c) FINES 
It has been far better this year, we haven’t collected as much money, that is how it should be. We don’t want to 
impose fines but obviously we need to when rules are not being adhered to. 
 
d) FIXTURE PROGRAMME 
He fully agrees with Martin on what he said regarding the fixture programme for next year. He knows the first half of 
the season is not ideal for a lot of clubs, with playing a league match, then a break for the Yorkshire Cup. It goes like 
that for several weeks. The trouble is if we did put league games on all Saturdays in the first half of the season, there 
would be a lot of rearranged matches and as we know it’s the rearranged matches that causes most of the problems.  
We are going to look at the fixture programme and if anyone has any ideas, contact myself or Martin. 
He had heard that two or three clubs were particularly disappointed with the fixture programme and that is why we 
are mentioning it because we don’t want to lose any clubs. We want it to continue to be successful. 
 

PROPOSED ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS TO RULES 
The Chairman was surprised that there were no rule changes from clubs. That is the first time in his recollection that’s 
happened. All rule proposals were proposed by the Executive Committee. The Chairman then went on in detail 
outlining all the proposed rule changes (9 in total), asking Clubs to comment on the proposals. 
 

TEAM ENTRY FEES FOR 2019 
Martin Hayton mentioned that League entry fees will be the same as last year. 
 

BALLOT PAPER AND HANDBOOK DETAILS 
The clubs that are present have a ballot paper in their correspondence given out this evening and should discuss with 
their committee and return to the General Secretary by 1st December. The handbook details should also be sent by the 
same deadline. The Chairman asked all Clubs to make sure details are correct.  
 

STEERING GROUP 
The Chairman outlined the following points: 

• The levy for next year will be £30 per player, no increase. The way things have been going it is a good result. 

• Clubs must make sure name lists are completed correctly. 

• If any club wishes to go by themselves (option 2 or 3) please let him know as there is a steering group meeting 
coming up. 

• Due to the council cut backs, the parks department is merging with the cleansing department.  
 
 
 

 



YORKSHIRE COUNTY CGBA 
Gerry Smith outlined the following points: 

• Thanked all Secretaries/treasurers for sending their information to Yorkshire.  

• Mentioned that all clubs need a Safeguarding Officer by March 2019. 
 

YORKSHIRE COUNTY PARKS 
The Secretary outlined that it had been a great season for Parks, from Juniors level up to Veterans. He then went 
through all individual winners/team winners, which included the British Parks events. 
He sincerely thanked all clubs and individuals for their continual support with the parks, without their support the 
Association would not be here today. 
He then mentioned that next year Yorkshire will be hosting two British Parks events, the Junior 10 aside and the Club 
Team Knockout Championship. 
He thanked Tony Riley for his continual support and guidance for the running of the Association. He has helped him 
since day one and we wouldn’t be here without him. 
The YCP AGM is next Tuesday, 20th November at Shipley Club, commencing at 7:30pm. He would appreciate it if all 
affiliated clubs would send one representative as there are some rule changes to discuss. 
He concluded that since taking over as General Secretary of Bradford, he has realised how much work is involved. 
With work commitments/British Parks, it can be too much at once. He would like to see Yorkshire Parks continue as 
long as possible and if anyone is out there who is interested in taking a role off himself, please get in touch. 
 

PRESENTATION EVENING 
Paul Gill thanked everyone for ordering tickets, there are very few tickets left. If any club requires tickets, please 
contact him urgently. There is a safety level of 250 people and we are very near that. 
Friday, 23rd November is the date for the Presentation. The Chairman reminded Clubs that if you have won a prize and 
you do not attend, then you will forfeit any prize money. 
 

SPONSORSHIP/HANDBOOK ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Chairman mentioned that we need as many adverts for the handbook (our bible), or sponsorship. If anyone knows 
any businesses or anyone who would like to support the Association let him know and he will contact them. It is 
important as it helps to keep the subs and other fees down to a minimum. It’s in everybody’s interests. 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Martin Hayton mentioned that he only took over the role last night and already he has been inundated with emails 
from Sheila Whiteley. He outlined that every club requires a Safeguarding Officer before next March and there is a 
seminar where clubs can attend. Martin will be in contact with clubs very shortly. 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chairman asked the delegates on their thoughts on the Saturday league programme. There were a lot of 
suggestions and ideas that were discussed, such as the composition of leagues. The Chairman thanked everyone for 
their views and suggestions and the Executive Committee will get their thinking caps on. 
 
The Chairman asked all Clubs to make sure the handbook detail forms are completed and returned asap. 
 
With no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:12pm, he wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
and let’s look forward to next season. 

 
 

 


